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FOUR EASY STEPS TO SUCCESSFUL MYCOTAXON PUBLICATION IN 2012 


Prospective MYCOTAXON authors should download instructions PDF, review and 
submission forms, and other helpful templates by clicking the ‘file download page’ link 
on our INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS page before preparing their manuscript. Below is a 
summary of our '4-step publication process. 


1—PEER REVIEW: Email formatted text and illustration files with a2012 MyCOTAXON 
Reviewer Comments Form to 2-3 experts for peer review. Authors should (i) ask 
peer reviewers to return revisions and comment forms to BOTH authors and Editor- 
in-Chief <editor@mycotaxon.com> and (ii) revise the files according to reviewer 
suggestions before sending text files to the Nomenclature Editor for nomenclatural 
review. 


2—NOMENCLATURAL REVIEW: Email text files (wrrH tables & captions but No 
artwork) to the Nomenclature Editor <PennycookS@LandcareResearch.co.nz> 
for accession and pre-submission review. The Email message MUST include 
'MycorAxoN' on the subject line AND all peer reviewer names+Email addresses in 
the message. The Nomenclature Editor will assign accession numbers and return 
annotated files with a list of needed corrections to the authors and Editor-in-Chief. 


3—FINAL SUBMISSION: After again consulting experts and revising manuscripts as 
needed, send the (i) completed 2012 MvcorAxoN submission form; (ii) separate 
text files for main text, tables, and legends; and (iii) art files to the Editor-in-Chief 
«editor&mycotaxon.com». Only text and image files prepared for immediate 
publication should be sent at this time. The Editor-in-Chief usually acknowledges 
manuscripts and thanks expert reviewers within two weeks, but please wait at 
least 14 days before sending a follow-up query (without attachments); this helps 
us keep Email traffic to a minimum during MYCOTAXON publication deadlines or 
temporary closures of the editorial office. 


4— FINAL EDITORIAL REVIEW & PRESS PREPARATION: Files not ready for publication 
will be rejected or returned to authors for further revision; the Editor-in-Chief gives 
tentatvely approved manuscripts a final grammatical and scientific review before 
converting all files into publishable format. The PDF proof, bibliographic citation, 
and nomenclatural entries are sent to all coauthors for final inspection prior to 
publication. After PDF conversion, the Editor-in-Chief corrects only processing or 
editorial errors prior to publication, but corrections of author errors are listed in 
the Errata of a subsequent volume for no charge. If authors have selected the open 
access option, they are asked to arrange payment of page charges with the Business 
Manager <subscriptions@mycotaxon.com> at this time. 


MYCOTAXON LTD— www.mycotaxon.com 

The Mycotaxon Webmaster «mycotaxon?gmailcom» posts general and 
subscription information, important announcements, and author forms and templates 
on the official MYCOTAXON site, which also hosts the regional mycobiota webpage for 
free download of distributional annotated species lists. 


MYCOTAXON ONLINE— www.ingentaconnect.com/content/mtax/mt 
MYCOTAXON publishes four 500-page volumes a year. Both open access and 
subscription articles are offered. 
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FROM THE EDITORS 


MYCOTAXON, DELAYS, AND 2012 — In 1973 Dick Korf and Gregoire Hennebert noted 
that taxonomic papers were unnecessarily delayed by traditional blind peer review and 
press processing. They developed MYCOTAXON to eliminate these frustrating bottlenecks 
by having authors select their own expert reviewers (thus directing the review pace) 
and prepare print ready copy. This innovative procedure was enthusiastically received. 
Papers were published quickly, usually within three months after submission, and 
MYCOTAXON established an enviable reputation for reliability and efficiency. Complaints, 
if any, focused on the ‘unprofessional’ appearance of the journal. Begun in the days 
of typewritten copy, the journal permitted each author to select their own style and 
formatting, resulting in a somewhat ‘haphazard’ appearance for each volume. 


Nine years ago, our Editorial Advisory Committee suggested that ‘MycoTaxon 
style’ move from oxymoron to reality. With authors more or less computer literate, the 
new Editor-in-Chief could require electronic submission and expand the ‘Instructions 
to Authors’ to set forth the new style and formatting requirements. Happily, by early 
2005, all submissions arrived on the editorial desk via Email, except for an occasional 
illustration-heavy CD sent by regular post. 

Adding our Nomenclature Editor in 2005 ensured thoroughly vetted nomenclature; 
with two editors revising each manuscript, fewer errors were published and most papers 
were published 3 to 6 months after final submission. Our impact factor rose steadily 
through 2011. 

We still strive to process manuscripts and publish as speedily as possible. Unfortunately 
our speed and efficiency rest on a manageable number of manuscripts (~250 annually) 
& emails— and Shauns and my health. 2012 has brought a ‘perfect storm’ for delays 
- manuscripts pouring in at an accelerated rate and unexpected medical ‘issues’ for both 
Editors. The early April publication of MYCOTAXON 119 was followed by eye surgery and 
major orthopedic surgery for Shaun, worrying authors accustomed to nomenclatural 
reviews returned within 1-2 weeks (needlessly so, however, as all manuscripts are still 
processed in the order received). Shaun fortunately is now back at the nomenclatural desk 
and hard at work on the 70+ manuscripts that accumulated during his recuperations. 

Understandably, my treatment of the cancer diagnosed in July nas delayed this 
volume by three months, as I can no longer put in the 70-80 hours per week on Email 
and revising, reformatting, and processing manuscripts that I have since 2004. With my 
final reviews for MYCOTAXON 121 only now beginning, the July-September volume will 
also be late. Ever optimistic, however, I still hope that Mycotaxon 122 will be delayed 
only one month, (not three!). [I dream!] 

We take this opportunity to thank our authors for their patience and understanding. 
We feel that MycoTaxon remains the most comprehensive journal for fungal taxonomy 
and nomenclature. It should remain so for years to come and should arrive once more in 
a predictably timely fashion after resuming its normal schedule in 2013. 

Warm regards, 

LORELEI NORVELL (Editor-in-Chief) with 
SHAUN PENNYCOOK (Nomenclature Editor) 
22 September 2012 


